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Are you utilizing your phone… 
the right way? 

By Sehaj Kaur, eighth grade 
 
Whether you have the iPhone, 

Galaxy Note, or Google Pixel, the phone 
that has become an inseparable part of your 
life has both fundamental and futile uses. In 

the world 
around us, 
everyone we 
see uses a 
cell phone. 
Many times, 
they are 
simply 
scrolling 
around 

without purpose. Today’s generation has 

taken advantage of cell phones and visit 
only social media, spending endless time on 
Instagram or Snapchat. However, there are 
some beneficial ways we can use our cell 
phones to improve the world.  
 

Although we know many negative 
sides to phones, there are also beneficial 
sides that we should discover and try to 
apply in our daily lives. Instead of focusing 
on what we shouldn’t do, we should try to 
visualize what phones have done for us. 
Cell phones have helped save many lives  
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Phone Use, con’t. 
 
according to many news reports. If 
someone is severely injured, your phone is 
the only device you have to get help. 
Phones also make life much safer. Another 
website, www.greenbot.com, describes that 
in any situation where you feel 
uncomfortable, phones always have a way 
to help you access safety. The iPhone 
sleep/wake button can be pressed five 
times to call 911. Calling the cops or a 
person you know keeps you safe from any 
possible harm that 
travandmegan2@gmail.com 
might come your way. The website also 
describes how phones save money on 
textbooks and books by having apps such 
as Kindle to read the books on your phone.  

While we have used cell phones with 
many benefits, we can do more. Hillary 
Clinton has described one way to use our 
phones in a beneficial way. Instead of 
posting pictures of your salad because 
you’re “#healthy”, use that post to empower 
those who can’t stand for themselves. In 
other words, boost people who are 
struggling. Use the power in your hand to 
help those who can’t help themselves.  In a 
nutshell, cell phones are a blessing in 
disguise and most people haven’t seen 
through that disguise to make a change. 

There are some downsides to cell 
phones, however. Today’s generation is not 

using this technology properly. According to 
www.dosomething.org  Cyberbullying is a 
serious problem due to social media apps 
that can be downloaded on your cell phone. 
Research shows that 43 percent of kids 
online have been cyberbullied and 70 
percent of kids have been bystanders to 
watch the bullying take place, all on the 
screen of a tiny, yet complex computer. 
Another way phones are bad for people, 
kids in middle and high school specifically, 
are that they are a distraction. Students are 
too busy on their phones to focus on 
finishing homework and studying for tests. 
Several high school students on 
usatoday.com describe that a phone nearby 
that could ring and distract is enough for 
homework to take double the time than 
necessary. Just as Haruki Murakami said, 
“Cell phones are so convenient that they’re 
an inconvenience.” We are using cell 
phones so much in the wrong places that 
we are getting distracted and not being able 
to do normal, everyday things. 

 Not only is it a mental distraction, 
but also a physical barrier. Constantly 
looking down on your phone can lead to 
TTT (Teen Tendonitis). Its symptoms 
consist of pain in the neck, hands, and back 
due to the poor posture your body forms 
while looking down at a phone. It even could 
lead to weakened vision and arthritis in the 
future, as momjunction.com says. A very 
serious and real downside to phones are  
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Phone Use, con’t. 
car accidents. Every year, more than 
330,000 injuries occur in 1.6 million car 
crashes due to distracted driving. This is a 
risk to any driver on the road. One person 
on their phone is a risk for drivers anywhere 
near them. Even after knowing many things 
about car crashes, 660,000+ people attempt 
to use their phones while they are driving, 
as told by www.edgarsnyder.com. There are 
many more bad effects on society such as  
sleep loss, stress, and increased anxiety 
levels. This is a simple issue that can be 
solved with self-control. Any time a phone is 
unnecessary, we should turn it off and put it 
down.  

Phones are small, computerized 
devices that were made to make life easier. 

They were made to communicate with 
family, find definitions to words, and check 
the weather. People today still use them for 
these purposes and even are sharing their 
ideas and thoughts with the world. However, 
we now know that a lot of the time, cell 
phones are causing dangerous things to 
happen Remembering to use your personal 
strategies to avoid these problems might 
help you and those around you. Once in a 
while, look up from that screen of yours and 
take in the world. Enjoy the sights and 
ignore your phone because it will always be 
there, but life will go by and the time you 
lose is gone unless you look up. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Graphic by Bridget Casey, 6th grade 
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School News 
Get creative: give Art Club a try 

By Bridget J. Casey, 6th grade 

 

 

 

Who Runs Art Club? 

         Art club is run by Mrs. Phillips 

  

 When Does Art Club Meet? 

        Art club meets every Monday 

at 3:00-4:00 

   

Where Does Art Club Meet? 

      Art club meets in Mrs. Phillips 

room right outside of the B Wing, 

closest to the ramp. Room D110. 

 

Extra Information 

It’s not funded by school, so for each project you have to bring in $10 to 

participate. 

 

 

Worried or concerned about yourself or others? 
This team lends a HELPing hand 

Interviewer: Brianna Ambrosine 
Interviewee: Mrs. Selgrath and Mrs. Merten 

 

On the news today, we are hearing a lot about violent acts. Stetson Middle School is 
lucky enough to have a HELP team right at our disposal. It's a state-mandated group that we 
have at school for kids, teachers, and parents who are troubled with something. We feel that it is 
important to address some of these negative situations. The HELP team wants students to have  
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Help Team (cont.) 
a place to go to where they might not want the person they are concerned about to know what 
they were doing. We do want kids to feel safe at school and there are many reasons students 
might not be, the HELP team eliminates those reasons. The HELP team is for someone to talk 

to about their troubles, worries, and 
concerns about themselves or anyone 
around them. 
1. If you need the help team member 
immediately, should you still fill out a 
referral or go directly to a HELP team 
member?  
“If it is super serious and you are really 
worried about someone’s safety 
immediately, then we want someone to go 
right to an adult because we want to make 
sure nobody's in danger at school at that 

moment. If it is something like vaping or something that you maybe saw on social media or 
heard on the bus or around the school then a referral would be the way to go. But if you are 
worried about someone’s immediate safety we want you to go to an adult.”  
 
2. How would you describe the HELP team, as if you were introducing this system to 
another state or school? 
“I think I would describe it as a support team for staff and students. When a staff member or 
student is having a hard time at school, and we are a group of people that are obviously 
concerned about the student's safety. We are here to make school a safe place to go to when 
someone needs help.”  
 
3. If you were concerned about someone, what are some signs you could pick up, for example, 
actions, body language, and feelings? 
“This can look very different for different people, but the number one thing I tell students to look 
for is a major change. Some people might be very outgoing, to begin with, and maybe they 
become very withdrawn, they aren’t talking to anyone. Or there might have been a major 
change in their friend group, for example, they use to hang out with this group of kids and now 
with this group. An obvious sign is usually present to indicate something is going on.”  
 
 
 
4. Where in the library is the HELP team box located? 
“If you go through the doors, it is to your left. By the computers, before the bookshelf, before you 
go around to the other tables it’s there in the computer area. 
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5. How common is it to get a HELP team request? 
“There are times of year when it is more frequent than 
others to receive a HELP team request Right after the 
beginning of the year presentation is one of those times. 
Then it really just depends on what is going on with the 
students. There might be a group of students doing 
things they aren't supposed to like vaping and things like 
that. There really isn’t a certain trend of referrals.”   
6. Do you think the HELP team should be in schools 
nationwide and if it was, do you think it would change the number of violent acts 
happening in schools? 
“That’s a good question, I think that probably, I mean I would be surprised if other states didn’t 
have something similar, but they might not call it the HELP team. I think all schools want to 
make sure that their kids are safe and to make sure administrators are addressing those red 
flags. Those times that kids are showing certain behaviors that might indicate them doing 
something they shouldn’t. Also with everything we see in the news these days, schools are 
looking at their programs and asking do we have what it needs to take to prevent these 
behaviors.”  
 
7. When does the HELP team check the HELP team referral box? Is it weekly or daily? 
“The HELP team checks the box Mondays, Tuesdays, and Fridays.”  
 
8. Can you list the members of the HELP team as a reminder so in case of an emergency 
we know who to go to? 
“So it’s all 3 counselors, all 3 administrators, Mrs. Bates our school psychologist, Mrs. Star our 
caseworker, Mrs. McDermott our mental help therapist, Mrs. Czerpak our nurse, Mr. Peck a 
7th-grade science teacher, Mrs. Costin an 8th teacher, and Mrs. Briggs a health and PE 
teacher.” 
 9.. Since there are so many HELP team members, how do you decide who helps each 
student? 
“The whole HELP team meets as a whole to discuss the request and based on the student we 
decide who will be best to help. It might be their teacher, their counselor, the nurse, based on 
the student determines who will help. But if someone wants to report something in person 
instead of filling out the referral, they should go to the adult who they feel would be best.”  
 
10. In after-school activities, would you recommend having someone like the HELP team 
to go to, someone who you trust to go and talk to?  
“It is very important to find that one person who you can go and talk to and it doesn’t need to be 
a teacher, it could be a coach, a youth group member, whatever. Just someone so you know 
when you need some support they are the one to go to. If something happens with friends, you 
could go and get comfort from that person. People sometimes contain unwanted behaviors 
when they don’t have that person. It is a very important relationship to have in anyone’s life.” 
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Behind The Office Door 
A Mrs. Merten interview 
Interviewers: Sophia Pirone, Molly McCoy, Corinne Weber, sixth grade 
 

What differences have you noticed coming from Fugett to Stetson? Are 
there any similarities between the two schools and the way they are 
run? 

“ Yes actually, one of the things I keep telling people, because I get this 
question a lot, is the basic structure of a school day is what makes Fugett and Stetson alike. Some of the 
things that make the two schools different, is the cultures of each; And how Fugett gets three minutes 
between each class whereas Stetson gets only two. In the cafeteria, the teachers bring the trash cans 
around, instead of having the students’ get up to do it themselves. It’s just the little things, that make up 
a nice environment. But again, both schools have kind and welcoming students and staff.” 
 
 Do you have anything you would like to modify around our school? 
 
 “I think increasing the amount of technology used in a school day because, I really like using google docs 
and I think it is important to educate students with computers.  
Although, I wouldn’t view this as a big change for Stetson, I also think that supporting students and 
teachers is good so that way we can all keep having super positive days at school.” 
 
 How did you get into an academic career? 
 
“I always knew when I was in high school, that I wanted to work with kids. I was a camp counselor,and  I 
taught dance classes. I went to college to become an elementary school teacher. Throughout my career, I 
have taught fifth grade at Westtown Thornbury and Exton, and I was the Starkweather math coach. So 
as you may have noticed, I have been in the academic field for a while, all thanks to my knowledge from 
the very beginning that I was meant to work with kids .” 
 
 What are the privileges of being an assistant principal?  
  
“One of the things that is awesome about being an assistant principal, is that I get my own office, and of 
course I can go to the bathroom whenever I want! I also have a very flexible schedule, which I love. I can 
have meetings and do my research whenever I want. But I also have many responsibilities, like going 
into classrooms to observe and sometimes I go with parents who want to see what we do in certain 
classes. It is also a duty of mine to talk with parents who want a tour of Steson. My days are always new 
and exciting.” 
 
 Did you always know that you wanted to have a job like the one you do today? 
 
“I actually wasn’t always planning on being an assistant principal. The principal at my old school said I 
would be amazing at the job. After I thought about it for a while, I realized that I wasn’t content with  
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Mrs. Merten interview (cont.) 
teaching the same thing every year. I would always switch what I was teaching, until I finally realized 
that I should take his advice and go for it. I went from a elementary school teacher to a math coach to a 
assistant principal. Many career jumps!” 
 
What have been some of your personal achievements? 
 
“Some of my personal achievements have been getting my masters degree and my principal 
certification. My principal certification was very satisfying because I worked so hard and it took so long 
for me to get it. I had to take a very hard test to get my principals certification,  but it all paid off in the 
end. I get the amazing experience of working with kids!” 
 
 How has the Stetson community inspired you? 
 
“I think that the Stetson community has inspired me in many different ways. For one, I love the 
Upstanders program. Stetson has such a positive school community and environment. The Stetson 
student body is so kind and compassionate, and that inspires me to do my best everyday. I think that the 
support that the students and teachers give constantly, helps us to work hard and have fun throughout 
the school day.” 
 
What were your favorite  subjects in school as a child? Do you think these would be common favorites 
around Stetson? 
 
“My personal favorites as a child were reading, English and math. Reading is the gateway to the world 
for me. I can catch up on the news, and just read for my pleasure. Stetson has an amazing library, that I 
see smiling students in it every day. This makes it clear to me, that many students here like to read. As 
you know, I was the math coach at Starkweather, so I really had to adapt to all the complexity math has 
to offer. I always just loved English because I was naturally a pretty good writer, which made it really 
enjoyable for me.” 
 
Who inspired you to follow your dreams and supported you when you were just starting out in the 
academic field? 
 
“Ms. Valkalski was my second grade teacher. She definitely inspired me a lot.  Then Wayne Magalister 
nominated me for the principal of the year award. This was absolutely an honor for me. They both 
taught me how to set goals for myself, which is an important skill that I still use today. So that’s one of 
the reasons I think a Support System is important in helping students set goals. I know that if it can help 
me to have stress-free days, it can definitely help students at Stetson.” 

 

Veterans Lunch-In 
By Brianna Ambrosine, seventh grade  
A special thanks to all of the Veterans who 
came out this past Veterans Day, Nov. 12. Our 
lunch-in was a huge success that filled our 
hearts and our stomachs. We appreciate 
everything all of you have done to serve our country.  
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Eighth Graders Go To “Prison” 
By Ann Semeao and Sehaj Kaur, eighth grade 

For anyone who has even been to Philadelphia, you will known that the city and the                

buildings that comprise it, especially in Old City, are remarkable. With this being said, Eastern               
State Penitentiary is perhaps the crown jewel out of all          
of Philadelphia’s architectural masterpieces. It is      
beyond imposing, with high castle-like walls that spark        
curiosity and a dash of terror; for who could be so           
dangerous to require such vast fortifications? Well, as        
the eighth grade discovered when they explored the        
prison during their October field trip, Eastern State        
was home to some of the most infamous inmates in          
United States history from when it opened in 1829 and          
closed in 1971.  

Having successfully battled through morning     

rush hour traffic, the graduating class of 2018-2019 arrived at Eastern State full of excitement               
and anticipation. After allocating a brief period of time for general organization and separation              
of groups, we finally entered the main cell of the cryptic and inexplicable penitentiary. Looking               
around, we saw how the main cell was structurally built similar to a cathedral. We were given an                  
ample supply of astounding informative facts from our friendly tour guides. For a fascinating              
hour, each group was entertained with views and aspects of the inmates’ daily lives, which               
included everything from tours of baseball fields, watch towers, and even a perspective from              
inside their normal and conjoined exercise cells. At the end of the tour, many tour guides                
patiently answered questions about the penitentiary’s history and many known inmates.  

After an enjoyable lunch in the sun, we were handed a           

scavenger hunt to complete while exploring the rest of the          
penitentiary. However, unlike the usual scavenger hunt we are         
handed on every other field trip, this one really allowed us to            
find specific and interesting things and places we may not have           
seen without the help of this little scavenger hunt. 

Some key points and memories that the hunt lead us          

to stand out from the rest on account of them being both surprising and frankly amazing. For                 
example, the city has been kind enough to open Eastern State’s doors and allow local artists to                 
put their spin of some of the unoccupied cells that still remain in the various wings. The most                  
notable of these demonstrations was a car with no wheels shoved inside a cell, showing how                
prison can take away a person's “wheels” or freedom by completely immobilizing them. Also,              
we students were able to have enough freedom to venture out and explore the remainder of the                 
prison ourselves.  During our little excursions  
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Eighth Graders Go To “Prison” (cont.) 
 

we found churches, synagogues, barber shoppes and even trading posts, where prisoners            
could exchange goods between themselves. You see, back when Eastern State was first             
opened, the inmates were forced to be completely silent, allowing for time to pray and to repent                 
for their sins. However, as this was proven more and more to drive men and women insane, the                  
prison became less and less strict toward this ridiculous rule, and prisoners were allowed to play                
outdoor games, paint, and even work in certain prison stores for a small salary, much like today.  

Another major highlight of the trip was seeing the well-furnished cell of one of              

America's most notorious gangsters and criminals, Al “Scarface” Capone. While he was only             
imprisoned for six months on a small gun charge, he still remains one of Eastern State’s most                 
famous and well known occupants. His cell seemed to be the only one furnished with a, then                 
state of the art record player, wooden dresser, and desk complete with a lamp. Other notable                
mentions include a group of 12 inmates, who, similar to the infamous legends from Alcatraz,               
dug out an underground tunnel using various tools they found to tunnel to freedom. Working in                
30 minute shifts, they were able to dig a lighted, and even a ventilated, tunnel over the course of                   
a year, covering their tracks by slowly scattering any excess dirt in the prison yard during their                 
exercise period. However, their triumph was short lived, and all 12 escapees were returned to               
jail within a couple of months.  

Not only were the stories about the inmates captivating, but the tales about the              

building were also amazing. While it originally only had a couple of wings, Eastern State nearly                
doubled in size; eventually a     
grand total of nine wings     
made up the prison to     
contribute to the rise of prison      
populations in America. With    
the cells being grossly    
overpopulated and the prison    
being in such disrepair, it was      
eventually closed down in    
1971 and the prisoners it held      
were transported to a larger     
jail in the middle of the state.       
This landmark sat empty for     
30 years before steps were taken to preserve it as a national treasure in the early 2000s. Since                  
then, it has been a key tourist spot in Philadelphia and remains one of the cities most important                  
historical buildings.  
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Seussical The Musical: 
A person’s a person, no matter how small 

By Anna Barrett and Emily Considine, seventh grade 
 
Ah, Dr. Seuss. A classic storyteller, whose creative works stand the tests of time. 

Everything from One Fish, Two Fish to Green Eggs and Ham, these little rhymes are in the 
back of our minds. (Hey, that rhymed, I’m a natural Dr. Seuss.) Well, the Stetson 
community had the chance to see these old tales come to life with this year’s fabulous 
school play, Seussical The Musical! It was a bright, fun, catchy and charming musical 
focusing on the magical world of Seuss, especially the story of Horton Hears A Who. We 
spoke to the choral director and director of the show, music teacher Ms. Stav 
(Stavniychuk), and our favorite quirky bird, Gertrude (played by Sophia Murray) for more 
information.   

 

Ms. Stav’s Interview! 
Can you give us a summary of the musical? 
“Horton the Elephant finds a speck of dust full  of  
Whos who live in Whoville. He tries to save 
them but nobody believes him when he says 
that they’re on the clover, and everyone is 
against him. In the end they believe him 
because Jojo the Who finally creates this new 
sound called Yopp, and everyone is able to hear 
him. Everyone then lives in harmony and peace 
(because they all now protect the Whos) and  the 
Cat in The Hat takes all of us on this big story.” 

 
 When was the show? 
“The show was on January 25 and January 
26th.” 
 
How long is the show?Who are your favorite 
characters? 
“Almost about an hour and 15 minutes, with 
intermission hour and and a half.” 
 
What are some of your favorite songs? 
(She got really excited here) “I Love Notice Me Horton which is sung by Gertrude and 
Horton, Monkey Around, All For You, and Solla Sollew.” 
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Seussical The Musical, con’t. 
If you could be any character, who would you be? 
 
“If I was to be any character I’d obviously be Gertrude or the Bird Girls because they’re so 
fun and sassy, and maybe Thing One or Thing Two because I’d get to be silly. They bring 
character to the show.” 
 
What part of the show are you most excited to see come to life? 
“Well, This is my first musical by myself, so since it’s my first time directing I guess just 
seeing how it will all come out at the end. I’m more nervous than all of you combined.” 
 
What are you planning for the sets? 
“I have a couple ideas, nothing is set in stone, maybe projecting onto a screen, like on a 
white screen on the back or maybe backdrops.  We’ll have a few props like the nest, the 
bathtub and the clover field. But other than that it’s a very simple show because a lot of 
it can be up to your imagination.” 
 

“Gertrude’s” Interview! (Sophia Murray) 
What Is your favorite part about being Gertrude? 
“Well, there’s so much cool stuff you get to do as Gertrude, she’s such a complex 
character and it’s just so great to be able to ‘be her’ in that journey from ‘I need to be 
this way so Horton will notice me to realizing ‘I’m okay by myself because I know I can 
still help people.’” 
 
Is it awkward having a love interest in the show? 
“With Connor (Horton) not at all, because I went to preschool with Connor and we’ve 
known each other for a very long time, so it’s totally not awkward. But yeah, I feel very 
comfortable with him as Horton and I think as long as we communicate with each other 
that everything will be fine.” 
  
There is a lot of metaphorical stuff behind your character, could you explain some of it? 
“I think in the beginning of the show she’s susceptible to peer pressure from Mayzie like 
saying ‘Oh go to the doctor, take the pills’ (to make her tail better with more feathers). 
But as she grows as a character by the end of the show she’s strong enough to be able to 
say no to that.” 
 
Are you in any way like Gertrude? Can you relate to her? 
“Yes, I think I’m very much like Gertrude. Not in the obsessive way, but Gertrude and I 
have both tried to change ourselves for other people and we realized it’s okay to be 
ourselves, we don’t have to change for other people because.. we’re cool, we’re good.” 
 
If you could have any character, who would it be, or would you stay Gertrude? 
“If I could pick any character in the show, yeah, it would be Gertrude, I love Gertrude, 
she’s, like, my girl, my homegirl.”  
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Seussical The Musical, con’t. 
Any last words about the show? 
“I just think it’s a beautiful piece of work about growing up. There are a lot of amazing 
things in the show, I’m sure the sets going to be great and everyone’s going to be 
awesome at their dances and we’re going to be just one beautiful big happy family.”   

 
Cast List 

Horton: Connor Orkin 
Cat In The Hat: Arnav Soni 

Jojo: Kylie Cebul 
Gertrude: Sophia Murray 
Mayzie: Corinne Atwell 

Bird Girls: Abbi Schlack, Skye Barry, Samantha Loyle, Grace DiGaccomo, Aubrey Hull 
Sour Kangaroo: Lena Cugini 
Baby Kangaroo: Ally Ridgel 

Whickershams (Monkeys): Adam Rafik, Jim Flood, Ryan Emrich, Jackson Ward, Tyler 
Bernal 

Mr Mayor: Nolan Keith 
Mrs. Mayor: Caroline Murray 
Yertle The Turtle: Nadia Kim 

Thing 1: Natalie Marvel 
    Thing 2: Aimee Marvel  

Grinch: Natalie Wilmes 
Vlad Vladikoff: Davis Crook 

 
Ensemble (Who’s And Jungle Creatures): Karlee Blevins, Amalia Clemente, Kate Pitts, 
Sophia Cacchio, Kate Carlson, Bella Kennedy, Anna Le, Natalie Hess, Layla Clark, Diya 
Lakshmanan, Cate Vanriet, Soniyah Lee Cannady, Ana Dakes, Sierra Dunne, Marissa 

Bachman, Isabelle Masunungure, Macayla Subers, Canberra Rafferty, Maureen Marley, 
Jake McCaslin, Haley Barrett, Leah Ambrosine, Michal Green, Claire Munley, Chloe 

Lutterman, Jack Blandy, Riley Mcglensey, Ella Gentile, Emily Considine, Emily Bitner, 
Caroline Wark, Michael Curtin, Jace Orsini, Veronica Detre-Moser, Matigen Wright, April 
Fisher, Ellison Skinner, Malea Sauer, Kaia Khawaja Brown, Dean Alcaro, Anna Barrett, 

Kayla Teplica, Lauren Yahraes, Lara Rodgers. 
(forgive us for any changes we hadn't made!) 

   Remember, “A person’s a person, no matter how small” the role! 
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Games & Music 
Fortnite debate -  

Skill or Money for Victory Royale?  
 
By Abe Hagenbuch, seventh grade 
 

Fortnite. The famous 3rd person 
battle royale. This game has evolved. A lot. 
This game is really popular compared to last 
year. It’s also a huge moneymaker!  Fortnite 
is somewhat similar to other battle royales. 
As you may know Fortnite includes two 
modes, Save The World and Battle Royale. 
Battle Royale is the popular mode, given 
that it is free. However, Epic Games has 
gained a lot of money off of cosmetic items 
through microtransactions. 
Microtransactions let you spend real money 
to get in-game items. These cosmetics, 
called “skins,” are the way Epic Games 
make most of its money. Fortnite’s main 
gamemode is Battle Royale which starts 
with 100 people dropping onto a map and 
picking up weapons, ammunition, and 
medical supplies and fighting each other. 
The last person alive gets Victory Royale. If 
you are in duos or squads then the winner is 
the last duo or squad alive. Epic Games 
updates their game almost weekly which 
attracts a lot of attention.  
 

Honestly, I am sick of so many game 
companies making battle royales because 
they think they will get as popular as 
Fortnite, but it’s just forcing games into one 
genre and ruining gaming for people who 
want to play other types of games. Some 
battle royales like Ring Of Elysium have not 
copied Fortnite but have added many 
amazing additions to the battle royale 

genre. This is a great, original game. The 
other reason Fortnite is popular is because 
it has no gore and is cartoony which makes 
it more favored among parents compared to 
a game like Call Of Duty which has gore 
and is not cartoony. However, a lot of 
people think those types of games are more 
fun.  

Did you know that from September 
2017 to May 2018, Epic Games have made 
$1.2 billion dollars, according to SuperData 
Research!  I just wish that Fortnite would 
not be so widely copied and stop other 
companies from coming up with their own 
ideas. Kids in real life are doing all those 
dances and other things from the game, and 
it’s cringey and just weird. It is also proven 
that if you do not buy anything in the game 
you can have as much skill as any other 
player who has spent hundreds of dollars. 
These games are just skill-based which 
requires practice. Do not feel forced to buy 
anything you do not want because someone 
famous in the game did, too. Fortnite is not 
a bad game but it’s popularity has caused 
annoying problems among the gaming 
community.  
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Asian pop brings variety and 
emotion to music genres 

By Nini Chen and Min Lee, eighth grade 
 

Many people love listening to music. But people tend to stick to 
more common genres of music like pop and rock. There are also many well 
known artist like Ariana Grande, Katy Perry, and Ed Sheeran. Songs are 
always great to listen to either when your doing homework or just a way to 
relax. But have you ever tried listening to a different culture of Music? Well, 
asian genres of music also tend to be a pick, but it contrasts from the usual 
music we all listen to. Chinese music is often sad, romantic, and soothing. 
Most artist in china write their music by expressing their feelings, so most are 
about love. For example 说散就散，体面，and不染 are all super 
popular songs that many poeple like, although maybe not as jamming as your usual songs, these songs are great when studying since most of them 
are calm. If you were to search for chinese songs, you’ll probably notice the same thing. They all seem sad and sometimes make you wanna cry. 
But on the other hand if you don’t like sad gloomy songs, there’s also Cpop or Mandopop. 
 

One of the most now trending is Nine Percent, these members formed  on a survival trainee show called idol producer which ran from 
january 19 to April 6. The show is basically 100 trainees from many different companies, and they are evaluated and perform songs. So called ,全
名制作人 which are people who vote. then after the results the members are put in their number from 1 through 100, and as the show progresses 
the number of trainees decrease and eliminates down to the last nine standing, which are the trainees carried by the company iQiyi and debut. 
Nine percent produces cpop and mandopop,first album released on January 16, some songs consist of Ei Ei, Mack Daddy, dream, and it’s okay. The 
released a new album, this album  consist of 7 songs, 创新者，i need a doctor, good things, 了不起的9%，ei喔ei喔， 一起跳舞

吧，离不开. Nine percent is a chinese boy band that consists of 9 members, these 9 members had all put in full effort and got what they 
deserved, a very coomon and meaningful quote is “越努力，越幸运” basically meaning the for effort you put in something, the luckier 
and the better result you get. All these members are slowly rising fame and producing their own singles. For example, Cai Xukun, came out with 
his new song called “wait, wait, wait” and it topped itunes chart before. Many people in Asia and also America fan Nine percent. 
 
(3 out of 9 members) Full member are Caixukun, Chenlinong, Fanchengcheng, Huangminghao, Linyanjun, Zhuzhengting, Wangziyi, Wanglinkai, 
Youzhangjing. 

The fourth member is Huang Minghao(黄明昊), he goes by the 
name Justin, and his fan name is Justina, but some fans changed it into 
NANA. Justin is born on February 2nd, 2002. At the age of 15 Justin has 
already started his fame, he joined a korean survival show but sadly he 
didn’t make it. So he took another chance in joining Idol producer and 
he made it, many people were shocked because he was only 16 and people 
thought of him as a little kid, but he proved it, that it is possible. He is also 
part of NEX7, and is a trainee under yuehua yule. Justin is common related 
as very cute. Justin is also really good at cringy and greasy pick up lines, 
he has a great humor and great rapping skills. He just released a new song called Hard Road. He also has super naughty, but many members do like 
being around him but he can be super annoying sometimes. He also talks super loud and is very crazy. The third member is Adam Fan (范丞丞 
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Asian pop, cont. 
，fanchengcheng)， people also tend to call him chengcheng, and his fan name is丞心meaning his stars. He was born on June 16th,2000 in 
Qingdao, China. Chengcheng surprisingly is the younger brother of China’s most popular actresses Fan BingBing. Fan Chengcheng is also a 
member of another band(NEX7), but his main is Nine percent. In Idol Producer he catches many people’s attention, because he is known as meme 
king, and the expressions he makes are often used by fans as memes. He is also super good at rapping, and surprisingly not many  people know, but 
he has a great vocal talent. Chengcheng is super charming, kind, and extremely clumsy. Another fun fact is that he is the only member that has 
maintained 3rd all throughout the whole broadcast of Idol Producer. The sixth member is Theo zhu(zhu zheng ting朱正廷), his fan name is 珍
珠糖 which translate into pearl candies, since zhengzheng likes lollipops a lot. Zhengting is also part of NEX7, and is the leader. Zhengting is a 
really determined and caring person. Although sometimes he likes to beat and hit others, he is a really caring person. Most people call him the 
“mom”, because he cares and pays attention to everything. Zhengting is a really great dancer, he started dancing at a age of 8, and then also 
joined the korean variety show Produce 101. But he also didn’t make it, until Idol Producer came. On stage zheng ting is rocking and has great 
stage humor, but off stage he can be naughty and go crazy. He is also a clean freak and cares about everyone like a mom. Try new things, just like 
music, try out new genres of music and you could possibly end up liking it. Kpop and Cpop are genres that many won’t listen to, but once you 
listen to it it really isn’t that bad, and there are many groups and singers. 

 
Kpop is a type of music that most Koreans and a large number of Americans and other people listen to. Kpop is an 

abbreviation for Korean pop. While the modern kpop can be traced back to the 90s, the term itself became the most popular in the 
2000s. At the same time replacing the term Gayo (가요), which also refers to domestic pop music in South Korea. The modern Kpop 
culture began with a boy band called H.O.T. in 1996. After a slump in early kpop, in 2003 TVXQ and BoA started a new generation of 
kpop idols that broke the music genre into the neighboring Japanese market and continue to popularize K-pop internationally today. 
 

 BTS is a seven-member South Korean boy band that was made by Big Hit Entertainment. On June 12, 2013, they performed 
the song “no more dream” from their album 2 cool 4 sckool to commemorate their debut on June 13, 2013. The group includes 
(oldest to youngest) Jin, Suga, Jhope, RM (Rap Monster), Jimin, V, and Jungkook. Their Korean names are Kim Seok Jin, Min Yoon Gi, 
Jung Ho Seok, Kim Nam Joon, Park Jimin, and Jeon Jungkook ( 김석진, 민윤기, 정호석, 김남준, 박지민, 김태형, 
전정국). the three youngest members of the group are usually called the Maknae Line. The fans that like the BTS members are called 
a.r.m.y. Which stands for Adorable Representative M.C. for Youth. ARMY is military in English, the body armor and military are always 
together, so it means that the fans will always be together with BTS.  

 
Jimin (Park Jimin) is named the perfect abs man because when BTS started on one of their 

choreography Jimin’s part was to lift his shirt up and show his abs. Jimin’s position is the Main dancer 
and lead vocalist. He was born on October 13, 1995, and is now 24 years old. He has no religion. His 
weight and height are 61 kg (134 lbs) and 173.6 cm (5’8” 3). Jimin’s blood type is A.  His Zodiac sign is 
Libra, and his hobby is to relax whenever he gets a chance. Jimin’s favorite number is 3.Jimin was the last 
member to join BTS. His favorite color is blue and black. Jimin loves animals especially cats. he has met a 
lot of cats during filming an MV or just on the streets. His favorite foods are pork, duck, chicken, fruit, 
and kimchi soup. He prefers sunny but cool weather. He is known for his impressive abs. BIGBANG’s 
Taeyang is his role model. The other members say he looks like a pig because he has chubby cheeks. He has a 
habit of dancing and moving along to the music no matter where he is. Jimin’s ideal type is a nice and 
cute girl who is smaller than him. 
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Asian pop, cont. 
V (Kim Taehyung) is named the “4D personality” because he has a weird and unique personality. Fun Fact the term 4D is a 

Korean slang used to describe someone who has a weird or unique personality. It's more of a compliment than an insult. V was born 
on December 30, 1995, and is now 24 years old. His stage position is Main Vocalist. His religion is Christianity. V weighs 62 kgs 
(137lbs) and he is 178 cms (5’10”) tall. His zodiac sign is Capricorn. His blood type is AB, and his hobbies are searching for music that 
no one listens to and going on the computer to plays games. V likes anything unique,  and his favorite foods are japchae and any 
type of meat. Fun fact, Japchae is a sweet and savory dish of stir-fried glass noodles and vegetables that are popular in Korean cuisine. 
V’s favorite colors are black, green, and white, and the other members call him Blank Tae because of his blank expression. He has a bad 
habit of biting his nails. Different than other members, V’s role model is his dad. V’s favorite number is 10 and, he has a weird hobby 
of collecting big oversized dolls.  

 
Jungkook (Jeon Jungkook) is named the golden maknae because he is the cutest and youngest in the group and the Big Hit 

Entertainment group. His stage positions are Main Vocalist, Lead Rapper, Sub Rapper, Center, Maknae. Jungkook was born on September 
1, 1997, and he is now 22 years old. He is non-religious like Jimin. Jungkook weighs about 66 kg (145 lbs) and is about 178 cm (5’10”) 
tall. Jungkook’s zodiac sign is the same as Rm’s zodiac sign which is Virgo. Jungkook's blood type is A just like Jimin. Jungkook’s 
hobbies are drawing, dancing, and teasing Jimin about how small his height is. Jungkook's favorite number is 1 because he always 

wants to be first. His favorite colors are black, white, and red. BigBang’s 
G-Dragon is his role model. He has a weird habit where he sniffles a lot because of 
his rhinitis. He also wriggles his fingers a lot. He is a member of the group that 
spends a lot of time in the bathroom. Jungkook sometime spends over an hour 
in the bathroom singing and washing up, but he is also the dirtiest member in 
the group because he has the dirtiest room of all the other members. For a boy, he 
has a strange liking to shoes and makeup. His favorite foods are anything with 
flour. He really wants to take a vacation with his members to Australia. 
Jungkook’s ideal type is someone who’s at least 168 cm but smaller than him, is a 

good wife, good at cooking, smart, has pretty legs, and is nice. Also, a girl who likes him and is good at singing. `

 
Need a present? 
Gifts for any celebration 

By Nico Tamburri, sixth grade 
-Gaming Consoles 
-Console Games  
-Money/Currency For Games 
-Fortnite and Vbucks 
-Customizable Doormat 
-Customizable Name Puzzle 
-Tech Gadgets and electronics 
-Urban Map Glass 
-Construction plate & utensils 
-100 Movie Scratch Off Poster 
-Action Figures 
-Build Your Own Robot Kit 
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Sports Page 
SGS-  
Soccer Season Worth Remembering 

By Ann Semeao, eighth grade 

Maybe my opinion is biased considering I have only ever played for one, but, if I was asked, I 
would have to say that Stetson Girls Soccer is set apart from the other middle school athletics.  Not that 
other teams are any less talented or special, (I hear only the best about Stetson) but, there is something 
undeniable, something undeniably remarkable,  that makes us unique.  

So, what is this special something, you ask?  Is it the pep in our step when we go outside to 
practice, is it the almost obnoxiously loud sing-alongs we host on our way to games, is it our commitment 
to win, lose or tie as a team?  Maybe it is our unparalleled success on the soccer field, with a record of 
7-2-2 that dominated the distract table this year.  Perhaps our uniques is found in our past, for though we 
have had only one undefeated season in our history, the most loses a SGS team has ever suffered is two. 
Even though are stats may be impressive, it is not our defining and truly unique characteristic.  In my 
opinion, it is our sparkling individuality that sets us apart on and off the field. 

Whatever clique you might be from, whatever things you do or do not like, we are able to put 
are differences aside and play well, and play well for each other, without losing ourselves as people and 
meshing in with the crowd.  Each person has something essential that only they can contribute to the 
team, and you can’t say that about every group of kids. In a post-season interview I held with our very 
own coach Listrani, she explained what makes this particular team special perfectly. “…Each team is 
special and unique in their own way, but this team stands out from the others mostly due to their spirit, 
and their unbreakable spirit at that.  I would expect nothing less from a team whose motto is ‘together’”.  

 It’s the little things we do that defines us; the happy birthdays 
we get even after the season has passed, the get-well cards we 
find in our locker when we are injured, the secret Santa surprises 
we get right before a big game.  If you want a true idea of what 
SGS is really like, look at the pictures that decorate our team 
room door.  The smiling faces and radiating happiness will tell 
you all you need to know, and in a lot fewer words than I am 
about to. 

 Now, let us start at the beginning for the sake of 
organization and tradition.  The official SGS team was chosen early on in September, and from then on  
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SGS con’t.  

we began our change from individual players to a team to be reckoned with.  While most people were 
returning players from last year, we had a plethora of new players and personalities that had to learn to 
adapt.  For players on the 8th grade team the list is as follows: Ava Alexander, a lethal and speedy outside 
midfielder.  Molly Alles, our tenacious center mid.  Jocelyn Barkman, a captain, leader, and a 
tougher-than-nails striker.  Paige Bryan, a ferocious defender.  Whitley Carey, a midfielder that you don’t 
want to mess with.  Katie “Beast Mode” Carroll, a literal and metaphorical beast of a striker.  Ava Crook, 
an outstanding outside back.  Camden Crook, the winger with astounding “money moves.”  Tara 
Goldfinger, a prolific and speedy outside midfield who will never stop running.  Peyton Hindman, our 
center back that, let me say, I am glad is on our side.  Ellie Keefer, our midfield creator and assistor who 
always seems to be at the right place.  Lizzy Kern, our wall of a center back.  Natalie Monahan, the rare 
player that can play anywhere and still amaze.  Morgan O’Donnell, our impenetrable goaly captain. 
Mackenzie Paine, a goal scoring machine.  Sam Spitzer, a simply outrageous defender.  “Flying” Flynn 
Truskett, as you can guess, our very own speed demon.  Kaylee “VanVan” VanVladricken, saying her 
name is easier than playing against this midfield monster.  Kathleen Zamrowski, a creative and accurate 
midfield passing machine. 

 And lastly, myself, an outside back. Though we may only have had one undefeated season, the 
banner on the gym wall does not give this team and dynasty that credit and recognition we are do. 
However, unlike our record may suggest, we have not had a smooth ride of a season.  Injuries have 
plagued this team right from the get go, with Flynn Truskett being out of commission for the starting half 
of the season.  Adding to that, Ava Alexander tore a knee ligament mid-season and was out as well, 
further hurting our team. Payton Hindmen also fell prey to a broken ankle late in the season and was out 
for the remainder of our games, along with Mackenzie Paine, Kaylee VanVladricken, and Joss Barkman 
who were all out for a few games at a time due to minor bumps and bruises.  However, those these players 
were crushed with the fact they couldn’t represent Stetson on the field, 
they never missed a game or practice, and were the loudest ones cheering 
us on from the sideline.  They, and everything they did to help us along, 
is the perfect embodiment of SGS. 

 But SGS is not one of those sports teams strictly confined to the 
field.  I can personally attest to the fact that we had plenty of 
team-building exercises without any cleats or soccer balls.  There was 
plenty of times when we took the liberty of decorating our team room 
with posters and pictures that made us laugh, when we went to senior 
night at a Rustin Girls’ soccer game to give or best wishes to departing 
seniors that once played for our very own SGS, and our version of secret 
Santa where everyone would decorate each other’s locker to get them 
pumped up for a tough, upcoming game.  One of my personal favorites 
were the sing-alongs held on the bus as we drove to away games.  The 
music ranged from classic rock, hard core rap, and, of course, throwback 
songs everyone knows from the early 2000s.  Whatever Morgan and her 
industrial-sized speaker happened to be playing, it never failed to fill us to the brim with energy that 
served us well in the approaching game. 
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SGS con’t. 
As a conclusion to this article, I will leave you with one last comment from , Coach Listrani 

from our interview. When I asked her what she took away and learned from this season, she said, “…I 
had to remind my players and even myself at times that one game doesn’t make a season.  I admire the 
resiliency this team has had to come back after tough losses and play their heart out, and if there was one 
thing that I want to players to take away from this experience is to always get back up when you fall.” 

 This team of 8th graders has come a long way in the two years that they have been involved in 
SGS.  For me, I vividly recall feeling skeptical of making friends on the team, since many were people I 
had never interacted with before.  However, the people within this team that I met as strangers are leaving 
it as my friends.  While the season and experience itself may be coming to a close, the memories we made 
together will easily withstand the test of time.  As time passes and we all branch off into our different 
lives and line of work, there is no doubt in my mind we will all look back fondly on our youth and SGS, 
as well as the lessons it taught us.  Grit, responsibility, respect, and kindness are things many of us, 
myself included, have learned throughout the years, and they are tools and traits that we will carry with us 
forever. Life is comprised of thousands of moments, but only a few are worth remembering.  SGS is one 
those moments.  

 

Outside of School 
Holiday memories near and far 
Photos by Hannah Berry 
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GIRLS & SCIENCE FLY WITH GIST! 
By Kaia Khawaja Brown 

For the past two years I have participated in The Girls In Science and Technology program (GIST 
for short) at the American Helicopter museum. GIST is an 
awesome program! It helps girls develop and nurture a love for 
science. It combines science with fun and friends. Every year 
you learn about a different 
subject (chemistry, astronomy, 
energy, ect.), so throughout the 
years your knowledge expands. 
According to an interview with 
the current Education Program 
Manager Paul Kahan, “G.I.S.T. 
is  an innovative ten-week 
science program for girls in 

grades 3-12. Participants in the 
program learn science through hands-on activities and experiments 
while being mentored by female college students majoring in STEM 
disciplines.   Now in its 9th year, GIST has had a tangible impact on 
participants, who go on to major in STEM disciplines in higher than 
average numbers and report greater confidence in their leadership 
skills and problem solving abilities as a result of participating in the 
program. GIST reflects the museum's core mission of preserving, 
educating, and inspiring.”  To sign up for G.I.S.T., Kahan said, 
“Joining is simple! Just head over to 
https://form.jotform.com/82215011984149, fill out the registration 

form, and pay the tuition. Then, come to the museum on the next GIST day (dates available at 
http://americanhelicopter.museum/programs/girls-in-science-and-technology-program).” 

 
 I have learned so much  in GIST. I have gained many friends through this program. is a great experience 
and I would truly recommend it to any girls for an amazing experience. 
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Opinion  
Homework’s toll on kids today 

By Lucy Harnish, seventh grade 
 

Homework has been a part of schools for a long time. It 
includes things like studying for tests, worksheets, practice 
problems, and more. Homework can sometimes be helpful, but 
other times it could be so heavy that it is unhealthy. An article 
from CNN states that  though the students were more 
interactive in class, tolls were taken on their physical and 
mental health. Health problems include headaches, anxiety, 
and stress, lack of sleep, and other problems like dropping 
activities and not seeing friends and family. More than 70 
percent of students are “often or always stressed over 
homework”, while 56 percent list homework as a primary 
stressor. Intense stress can have effects that  increase chances that students will use alcohol or 
drugs to cope. 
 

However, not all homework is bad. Approximately 20-30 minutes every night would have 
much less of a negative effect on students, and would 
enable them to have more time to spend time with 
family and friends, exercise, and get more sleep. 
Studying also may be necessary for homework 
because it enables teachers to give tests. Teachers 
could improve the amount of studying that students 
have by informing them about tests even farther in 
advance. 
 
“Homework is easy when assigned in small amounts,” 
says a fellow 

Falcon Flyer staff member here at Stetson. “Teachers 
should talk to each other before assigning homework.” 

 
There are other ways that we can make the 

homework experience healthier. For example, we could 
have set times to complete practice and study during the 
school day. Teachers could also coordinate with each other 
to see when other teachers are giving tests. There could be 
more in-class study time for quizzes and tests. Overall, 
homework can be helpful, until it becomes harmful. 
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Cooking Corner 
Winter snacks to warm your heart  
Collected and written by Malini Upadhyay, Corinne Weber, Emma Johnson, sixth grade 
 
Reindeer Oreo Pops ~  
What you will need:  

● Double stuffed oreos- (Normal ones won’t work too well) 
● Candy Malts in Christmas colors Preferably. (you will only need one color) 
● Cake pop sticks 
● Candy eyes 
● Mini pretzels (twists) 

Instructions 
1) Separate the oreo, 2) Dip the stick into the melted 
candy, 3) Push the stick into the cream side of the oreo, 4) 
Replace the other side of the oreo. 5) Leave to freeze 
overnight. 6) 
Rolo Pretzel Reindeer  
What you need: 

● Rolo candies 
● Small Pretzels 
● Candy eyes 
● Candy nose or you may use m&ms 

Place a rolo in the center of a pretzel. Cut a 
 pretzel in half to make antlers. Stick the 
 antlers in the top, rounded part of the rolo. Place two 
 candy eyes and an m&m or nose on the flat  
side to resemble a face. Enjoy! 
 
Strawberry Santas 
What you need: 

● 1 box of strawberries (Frozen or Fresh) 
● 1 tube of icing or whipped cream for a fluffier santa 
● Mini chocolate chips 

Instructions 
      1)Slice the tops off the strawberries to create a flat surface for 
them to sit on. Slice the tip off the strawberry to make the hat 
2)Squeeze some frosting or whipped cream on the strawberry, 
and replace the tip 3)Decorate the rest with a piping bag  4)Add 
the mini chocolate chips for eyes. 5)Strawberry santas are 
mischievous, and tend to disappear quickly! Make enough for 
family and friends! 
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Strawberry Christmas Tree Brownie Bites 
What You Need 

● Brownie Bites 
● pipeable green frosting  
● 24 small-medium strawberries 
● Yellow fondant or star-shaped sprinkles 
● Small ball shaped candy decorations 
● Disco dust or silver sprinkles 

 
(Continued on next page) 
 
Instructions 

1. Place strawberries on brownies and secure with a dab of frosting 
2. Pipe icing onto strawberries with a small star tip 
3. Decorate with star and other decorations 

 
 
 
Grinch cake 

You need: 
2 Boxes of Pound Cake Mix (Whatever the ingredients the box calls for) 

 Heart Cookie Cutter 

 Red and Green Food Gel Color 

 Loaf Pan 

 Green and Yellow Frosting (Pillsbury Blue and 

Green Funfetti Frosting) 

 Red Heart Sprinkles - Optional 

INSTRUCTIONS 

 Mix on box of pound cake mix following the 

directions on the box. Add a few drops of red 

food coloring at a time until you get the red color 

you like. 

 It doesn't taste at all so it is perfect for this cake. 

 Once the cake is baked, let it cool and then cut 

the cake into even slices. 
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 Then, use a heart shaped cookie cutter to cut out as many hearts as it takes to lay 

them face to face from one end of the pan to the other end. Make sure it is a snug fit 

but, leave room at each end for the green cake mix. 

 Mix the second cake and add some green food coloring. 

 Pour the green batter around the heart cutouts. 

 Tap the pan on the counter so the batter will fall down the sides of the hearts. 

 Bake it according to the package directions. 

 Next, frost the cake with green frosting and add some heart sprinkles. 

Reeses Xmas tree 

○ 1 Halloween sized Reese Peanut Butter Cup 

○ 2 Mini Peanut Butter Cups (NOT Mini Reese Peanut Butter cups – They are way 

too small to make a proper sized tree. The foil wrapped ones I used were from 

the bulk store.) 

○ 1 Hershey’s kiss 

○ Wilton Pre-made White Decorating Icing 

○ Rainbow Nonpareils Sprinkles 

○ Miniature star sprinkles 

○ Wilton decorating tip #3 

○ Decorating Coupler 

Recipes gathered from the following sites: 

https://www.countryliving.com/food-drinks/g2173/blogger-christmas-recipes/?slide=8 
 
https://tasty.co/recipe/strawberry-santas 
https://thebearfootbaker.com/2014/12/grinch-cake-christmas/ 
https://www.iheartnaptime.net/rolo-pretzel-reinhttps:\\ 
https://onelittleproject.com/peanut-butter-cup-christmas-trees/ 
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Very Merry Sweets for 
All to Eat 

By: Gabbi Kiddie, seventh grade 
 

 
Instead of buying some hard 

premade cookies, try some of my delicious, 
original treats. You can even give these to 
your friends and family instead of buying 
expensive, useless gifts. Most of these 
ingredients can be found at your local 
grocery store. Here are our top three 
holiday  treats. Enjoy! 
 

The first treats are called Hot 
Chocolate Bobbers. This recipe called for 
medium marshmallows, mini candy canes 
and chocolate chips. First, crush up some 
candy canes in a bag and put it off to a side. 
Next, put a mini candy cane in one of the 
flat sides of a marshmallow. Melt some 

chocolate and 
dip the top and 
sides of the 
marshmallow in 
it. Coat the 
chocolate 
covered sides 
in crushed 
candy canes 

and you’re done. Oh deer, what a wonderful 
treat.  
 

The second treat is called 
Strawberry Santa. For this you will need 
strawberries, bananas (or whipped cream) 
and chocolate chips. First, slice off the very 
tip of the strawberry (see photo for size). In 

between the 
pointed side 
and the flat 
side, add a 
small slice 
of banana 
or a dollop 
of whipped 
cream. 
When 
finished, put two mini chocolate chips on the 
slice of banana or whipped cream to create 
eyes. You snow the drill, time to eat it. I 
have got to stop these puns.  
 

The last recipe is called Reindeer 
Bites. You will need regular pretzels, square 
pretzels, Nutella, mini Reeses and red 
M&Ms. First, place a Reeses on top of a 
square pretzel and secure it with Nutella. 
Take two tiny pieces of regular pretzels (see 
photo for size) and place them on the outer 
edges of the Reese's. Next, take a red M&M 
and secure it on top of the Reeses with 
Nutella to make a nose. Don’t be elfish, you 
can make it, too. I’m sorry I won’t do 
anymore puns.  

 
Hopefully you had merry time 

making these treats. I’m sorry the puns 
keep coming. I hope you and your family 
and friends love them as much as I do.  
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Mermaid & Unicorn Hot Chocolate 

 
Mermaid Hot chocolate from findingzest.com 

 What you’ll need 
              Baking & Spices   

4 oz Ghiradelli white chocolate bar  
Sprinkles 
½ tsp Vanilla 
Whipped cream 

             Dairy  
1 ½ half-and-half  
1 ½ Milk 

               Other 
1 drop Blue food dye 
 

1. Melt milk, half-and-half, vanilla and white chocolate over medium heat, stirring often. (Make sure you do not boil!) 
2. When chocolate is melted and mixture is hot, remove from heat. 

3. Add in one drop of blue dye and stir. 
4. Pour into mugs and top with whipped cream and sprinkles. 

5. Serve immediately. 
 

Unicorn Hot Chocolate from 

What you’ll need 
1 c. white chocolate chips I like Ghiradelli brand 
2 c. half-and-half 
2 c. milk  
1 tsp vanilla extract 
pink food coloring to your liking 
whipped cream to taste 
sprinkles for garnish 
 

  Place the white chocolate chips, half-and-half, milk, and 

vanilla in a medium-sized saucepan. 
1. Heat over medium heat, whisking continuously until hot (do NOT boil). 

2. Whisk in food coloring until you get your desired color. 
3. Add to individual mugs and top with whipped cream and sprinkles. 
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Fiction & Poetry Pages 
 

There Is No Place Like Home 
By Ann Semeao, eighth grade 

It wasn’t long before night, and all its frigid and coldness, descended upon the already 
snow-covered town.  Without the warming aid of the sun, which was slowly being banished 
behind the far off horizon, the landscape had completely rescinded itself to its wintery adversary. 
Trees were coated with a firm layer of snow, roofs glistened with silver ice crystals in the chilled 
moonlight, and the winding cobblestone streets were even more perilous once they were coated 
with thin layers of ice.  The bitter wind tugged at ears and exposed finger tips, sending a clear 
message that no soul should venture outside of their warm and heated homes tonight.  
          Despite this warning, one young woman could be found wandering the intertwining 

alleyways and side streets in the late hours of the night. 
Her nose was the reddest of red, and the tips of her ears 
trembled as they were rattled by the unforgiving wind.  A 
sudden and unwelcome gust of wind sent her jet black hair 
spiraling into the gray and eerie night.  As the snow picked 
up and began to soak into her cloths, her determination 
began to waiver.  Perhaps, to avoid another dreadful cold, 
it would be best to hurry along.  
          With trembling hands, she dug into her pocket and 
pulled out a crumpled map, many times folded over. The 

edges were burnt and there was a large, copper-colored coffee stain that occupied the center of 
the paper.  However, a large orange circle was clearly visible in the upper-left corner, and, after 
taking a moment to gauge her surroundings, this unnamed young women made a sharp right and 
hurriedly walked down a narrow side-street.  Turn after turn took her further and further from 
town, and by the early hours of the morning she was a the soul, lonely occupant of a long and 
winding country road.  

          Bordered by tall oak trees on both sides, the long and twisted path became less and 
less worn as any trace of houses and even animals disappeared.  Just as dawn began to break 
and bathed the sky in a divine and cleansing peach tone, a wooden log cabin with a single puff of 
smoke escaping from its river brick chimney became 
visible.  Relieved by the sight of a familiar man made 
structure, our weary traveler quickened her step, the 
end of her journey now in sight.  The snow-fall had 
finally ended, and all that came down now were the 
small particles of snow that glided down from sprawling 
tree limbs.  
          It was well past dawn now, and the sun, 
beginning its early morning routine, was well up into the 
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sky by now.  In some far off nest, a small group of birds disturbed the rest of the animal kingdom 
with their simple but enchanting melodies.  As her fingers were warmed by the glistening sunlight 
and her soul lightened by the familiar songs, our very own protagonist stepped up the three 
wooden steps and found herself at the antique door of this log cabin.  Hesitantly, she proceeded 
to knock exactly four times.  In a matter of seconds, the door was opened by an eager looking 
middle aged man, who had heavy set brown eyes and black hair that was slowly graying at the 
temples.  Once he laid eyes on the dark-haired women, his eyes lighted, so that they resembled 
those of a child.  He pulled her into a warm embrace that drove out all of the frostbite and chills 
she had endured during her journey.  
          Back in town, church bells rang out and the rejoicing voices of the entire town could be 
heard for miles.  He may have been a poor  and simple country man with little to his name, but 
mere words could not describe the tremendous joy that was coursing through this meger man’s 
veins as he warmly embraced his beloved daughter. 
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Corinne Weber 
Natalie Wilmes 

Seventh Grade 
Brianna Ambrosine 
Anna Barrett 
Hannah Berry 
Abe Hagenbuch 
Lucy Harnish 
Gabrielle Kiddie 
Tai Washington 

 
 

Eighth Grade 
Nini Chen 
Emily Considine 
Sehaj Kaur 
Min Lee 
Colin Rodriguez 
Ann Semeao 
 

Advisor     Mrs. Claffey 
cclaffey@wcasd.net 
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The Door  An Original poem by Sehaj Kaur, eighth grade 

   
front door shuts 
cool waves of frost sliver through  
the cracked open door 
family members plop 
their tired bags of work 
wrapped in bundles of fuzzy layers 
“It’s cold,”  
they complain 
smack the electrical fireplace on 
but you’ve seen the truth 
the baby snowflakes are starting to dance 
through the dusk of the evening 
the beauty of their magic  
the joy they bring to children 
the door forgotten open 
like joy in the house 
a grumbling parent stomps 
‘round the house 
the snowflakes grow 
and make their way 
through your door 
they comfort you in a way 
telling you secrets of winter 
how they could bring your family 
together 
“Mom?” 
“Honey, close the door!” 
brother screaming 
dog barking 
dad lost in the study 
mom stressed 
some holiday this is becoming 
you walk  
to the door 
let it stay open 

for them to wonder 
one by one 
they come 
yelling  
“Close the door!” 
what they don’t realize 
you’ve brought them 
together 
as a family 
working together 
no arguments 
no fighting 
no crying 
suddenly they see 
the falling dust 
forming white piles 
of crystal ice snow 
the spirit and galore 
you’ve all been waiting for 
the opportunity you needed 
to show them a true family 
it seems they’ve all been lost 
in piles of snow 
through the cold 
warm smiles radiate 
by the end of the night 
your house is brightly decorated 
hot chocolate sipped 
songs sung 
laughs echoed 
games played 
imagine 
imagine if you’d never let the door open 
it all started with the door 
the door that led to opportunity 
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